AP Environmental Science

	STATUTE
	AREA OF COVERAGE
	KEY POINTS
	NOTES ON EXAMPLES 

	Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)
	Hazardous and Solid Waste
	Regulates the handling of wastes from “cradle to grave”; establishes rules fro the handling of such waste from the time it is generated, while it is packaged, stored, while it is transported, and how it is disposed and the disposal sites themselves

Major areas of regulation include:

· Landfills

· Underground storage tanks

· Hazardous waste disposal

· Transportation manifests

· Permits to possess, treat, or dispose wastes

· Recordkeeping and Reporting
	

	Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA)
	Chemical petroleum industries and hazardous substances
	Over five years, $1.6 billion was collected and the tax went to a trust fund for cleaning up abandoned or uncontrolled hazardous waste sites. 

 CERCLA: established prohibitions and requirements concerning closed and abandoned hazardous waste sites;

· Provided for liability of persons responsible for releases of hazardous waste at these sites; 
· Established a trust fund to provide for cleanup when no responsible party could be identified.
	· Commonly known as Superfund
· Enacted by Congress on December 11, 1980

	Oil Pollution Act (OPA)
	Oil Spills
	The OPA improved the nation's ability to prevent and respond to oil spills by establishing provisions that expand the federal government's ability, and provide the money and resources necessary, to respond to oil spills.
	The Oil Pollution Act (OPA) was signed into law in August 1990, largely in response to rising public concern following the Exxon Valdez incident.

	Pollution Prevention Act (PPA)
	Pollution 
	The Pollution Prevention Act focused industry, government, and public attention on reducing the amount of pollution through cost-effective changes in production, operation, and raw materials use.
	More efficient “green energy”

1990

	Clean Air Act (CAA)
	Air pollutants
	The Clean Air Act (CAA) is the comprehensive federal law that regulates air emissions from stationary and mobile sources. Among other things, this law authorizes EPA to establish National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) to protect public health and public welfare and to regulate emissions of hazardous air pollutants.
	

	Endangered Species Act  (ESA)
	Endangered Species
	The government protects endangered and threatened plants and animals. There are over 1,200 species listed as either endangered or threatened in the United States under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).
	

	Clean Water Act (CWA)
	Surface water pollution 
	The Clean Water Act (CWA) establishes the basic structure for regulating discharges of pollutants into the waters of the United States and regulating quality standards for surface waters
	The CWA made it unlawful to discharge any pollutant from a point source into navigable waters, unless a permit was obtained. See Ocean dumping Act

	Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA)
	Public Water supply (drinking water)
	SDWA authorizes the United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) to set national health-based standards for drinking water to protect against both naturally-occurring and man-made contaminants that may be found in drinking water.
	

	Ocean Dumping Act (ODA)
	Ocean / marine environment
	Unless authorized by a permit, the ODA generally prohibits 

(1) Transportation of material from the US for the purpose of ocean dumping; 

(2) Transportation of material from anywhere for the purpose of ocean dumping by US agencies or US-flagged vessels; 

(3) Dumping of material transported from outside the US into the US territorial sea
	AKA: Summary of Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act Title I (MPRSA)

· Factors to be considered by EPA in developing the permit review criteria:

Effect of dumping on human health & welfare

Effect of dumping on fish, wildlife, shorelines

Effect of dumping on marine ecosystems

Persistence & permanence of effects

Effect of dumping particular volumes & concentrations

Effect on alternate uses of oceans (e.g., fishing)

Designate sites beyond OCS wherever feasible

	Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act (EPCRA)
	Chemical hazards
	This law is designed to help local communities protect public health, safety, and the environment from chemical hazards.
	To implement EPCRA, Congress requires each state to appoint a State Emergency Response Commission (SERC). 

The SERCs are required to divide their states into Emergency Planning Districts and to name a Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) for each district.

	Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA)
	Industrial chemicals
	Gives EPA the ability to track the 75,000 industrial chemicals currently produced or imported into the United States. EPA repeatedly screens these chemicals and can require reporting or testing of those that may pose an environmental or human-health hazard. EPA can ban the manufacture and import of those chemicals that pose an unreasonable risk.
	

	Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act
	Pesticides 
	· Established procedures for registering pesticides with the U.S. Department of Agriculture and established labeling provisions.
· FIFRA mandates that EPA regulate the use and sale of pesticides to protect human health and preserve the environment.
	AKA: F.I.F.R.A.

FIFRA was essentially rewritten in 1972 when it was amended by the Federal Environmental Pesticide Control Act (FEPCA)

	National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
	Environment
	The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires federal agencies to integrate environmental values into their decision-making processes by considering the environmental impacts of their proposed actions and reasonable alternatives to those actions.
	To meet NEPA requirements federal agencies prepare a detailed statement known as an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).


